
Rohde & Schwarz powers 
innovation with HPE 3PAR and 
HPE Nimble Storage
Streamlined data storage environment helps 
manage massive data growth and speeds 
time to market for new products

Industry
High-Tech/Electronics

Objective 
Speed time to market for new products 
while reducing storage management and 
complexity

Approach
Engage with HPE for all storage needs, 
from enterprise arrays to self-managed 
test environments

IT matters 
• Enables 20% year-over-year data 

growth—without growing pains

• Delivers 3X the performance of previous 
developer storage environment

• Reclaims significant management time 
for core strategy implementation

Business matters 
• Powers go-to-market strategy by 

speeding developer workflow

• Enables regional team ownership of 
storage environments

• Simplifies technology purchases and 
support through a single vendor

Case study

Rohde & Schwarz 
develops a wide range of 
innovative communications, 
information and security 
products for industry and 
government customers. 
Already relying heavily 
on HPE 3PAR Storage for 
business-critical applications 
and databases, the German 
high-tech company had 
to rethink its developer 
storage environment. 
Rohde & Schwarz chose 
HPE Nimble Storage 
for performance, ease 
of management, and 
confidence.

A data-driven push to the 
future

For every great leap in technology, there are 
countless small steps behind the scenes. For 
85 years, innovators at the Rohde & Schwarz 
technology group are setting new 
technological standards in security and 
communications that power everything from 
radio and broadcast to the wireless devices 
we all carry with us every day.

This year alone has seen the German 
engineering leader release multiple test and 
measurement instruments that will power the 
next generation of wireless communications: 5G.

Not surprisingly, building the tools that 
will deliver future technologies requires 
and generates massive amounts of data. 
“Data growth is definitely a challenge for 
us. We’re currently experiencing an average 
of 20% year-over-year data growth,” says 
Johannes Weidacher, IT Specialist for 
Data Center Virtualization and Storage at 
Rohde & Schwarz. “The scale and velocity 
of that data has us constantly searching for 
better ways to manage and protect it.”
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Getting comfortable with 
swift and serious growth

It’s a search that led Weidacher and team 
to HPE 3PAR Storage several years ago. 
“It started about five years ago with an 
HPE 3PAR 7440 All-Flash Storage array,” 
Weidacher recalls. “We were looking for a 
storage environment to support a virtual 
desktop infrastructure (VDI) initiative. We 
tested many vendors, but HPE 3PAR was 
the only array that met our needs.”

In the years since, Rohde & Schwarz has 
added to its HPE 3PAR investment, deploying 
just about every offering in the product line. 
Most recently, it has purchased the HPE 3PAR 
StoreServ 20450 All Flash Storage solution.

“We purchased HPE 3PAR StoreServ 20450 
Storage for sheer performance for our most 
critical applications,” says Weidacher. “We 
needed something with huge caches, the 
lowest possible latencies, and the fastest 
failover times to power our databases—
SAP HANA®, Microsoft® SQL, and Oracle.”

Balancing protection and 
performance

The HPE 3PAR environment also 
enables high levels of availability and 
data protection through HPE 3PAR Peer 
Persistence software. “If something goes 
wrong in one location, we need to know 
we can keep everything up and running,” 
explains Weidacher. “And from a VMware® 
perspective, it just makes the most sense for 
us to build our disaster recovery approach 
on HPE 3PAR Peer Persistence—80% of our 
VMware instances are on a Peer Persistence 
volume for continuous data availability.”

The team also relies on HPE StoreOnce 
and Veeam solutions for secondary 
data protection needs. “Our SAP HANA 
environment is backed up to a large 

HPE StoreOnce instance, and we use Veeam 
to back up some of our virtual machine data to 
a half-petabyte block on a network-attached 
storage device,” Weidacher explains.

It’s the combination of flexibility, reliability, and 
raw performance of HPE 3PAR that keeps 
Weidacher and team coming back. “HPE 3PAR 
is our choice for workloads. We used to be an 
EMC shop, but that has very much changed 
over the past few years,” Weidacher recalls. 
“Today, we’re very much an HPE shop.”

Driven to extremes

When Rohde & Schwarz was looking to 
upgrade its VDI environment, the team was 
happy to learn of HPE’s acquisition of Nimble 
Storage. According to Weidacher, “We had 
been thinking about Nimble a couple of 
years back because of its ease of use for 
VDI, but we couldn’t justify relying on a small 
company to support the kind of worldwide 
deployments we were envisioning.”

Only about one-third of the VDI environment 
at Rohde & Schwarz consists of traditional 
desktop delivery. “Most of our VDI is 
developer oriented, and because of this, it 
uses considerably more CPU and disk than 
traditional VDI,” explains Weidacher. “They 
want to configure these virtual desktops for 
very specific test environments that include 
large amounts of storage on the back end.”

As Weidacher and his team opened up 
the VDI environment to developers, 
performance and predictability issues 
eventually emerged. “As the load increased, 
things were slowing down—something that 
used to take an hour was now taking three 
hours,” says Weidacher. “It made us consider 
the needs of these teams of developers 
around the world separately from what we 
were using in our main data center.”

“Ultimately, HPE Nimble Storage is going to enable even better business 
outcomes for Rohde & Schwarz. Delivering developer results faster means 
improved go-to-market for us in the end.”

– Johannes Weidacher, IT Specialist for Data Center Virtualization and Storage, Rohde & Schwarz
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Relationships that last 
For Rohde & Schwarz, Hewlett 
Packard Enterprise meets their 
ever-evolving technology needs 
with intelligent solutions that 
scale and deliver. 

https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://amplify.hpe.com/member/post/1f541fe7-8252-41bc-904e-b54c623e400e
http://twitter.com/home/?status=Rohde & Schwarz powers innovation with HPE 3PAR, HPE Nimble Storage. Read how.+@+https://bit.ly/2OtqTPx
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&ro=true&url=https://amplify.hpe.com/member/post/1f541fe7-8252-41bc-904e-b54c623e400e
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Right-sized and intelligent

It was time for a right-sized solution 
optimized for the Rohde & Schwarz 
developer environment—something that 
could be deployed locally so that up to 80 
teams could have their own IT infrastructure 
on-site, and something that was simple 
enough that it could be managed by local 
resources. “We thought, it’s really time for 
some of these global teams to take charge of 
their own IT infrastructure, but we don’t want 
to deploy a bunch of mid-sized arrays there 
that need a lot of oversight,” Weidacher says.

So the business made a strategic move and 
purchased an HPE Nimble Storage AF60 
All Flash Dual Controller 10GBASE-T 2-port 
Base Array. With 99.9999% availability, and 
fast, reliable access to data, the midrange 
array features predictive intelligence and 
self-managing capabilities. This is enabling 
the Rohde & Schwarz development team to 
work more quickly, independently, and with 
greater confidence in its data and systems.

“HPE Nimble Storage is so easy to set 
up, all I had to do was plug it in, and I was 
migrating developer workloads onto the 
array with no training,” Weidacher explains. 
“Ultimately, HPE Nimble Storage is going 
to enable even better business outcomes 
for Rohde & Schwarz. Delivering developer 
results faster means improved go-to-market 
for us in the end.”

Relationships built to last

For Rohde & Schwarz, it’s just another example 
of HPE meeting their ever-evolving technology 
needs with intelligent solutions that scale 
and deliver. “From my perspective, we have 
an excellent relationship with HPE and their 
management, and that’s a valuable business 
foundation for us,” Weidacher says. 

In addition to its growing HPE Storage 
environment, Rohde & Schwarz relies on 
compute resources from HPE to power its 
business. “I estimate 70–80% of our servers 
are HPE ProLiant DL360 and DL380 servers, 
but we also use ML series tower servers, 
DL325 and DL385 servers with AMD 
processors, some DL560 and DL580, as well 
as the HPE BladeSystem and ProLiant BL460s 
for our VDI environment,” Weidacher says. 

And with HPE Proactive Care from 
HPE Pointnext Services, Rohde & Schwarz 
has the tools and support it needs to monitor 
its technology environment 24x7 and reduce 
the chance of an outage ever occurring. 
“We’re so happy with the Proactive Care 
support from Pointnext that we’re currently 
considering up-leveling our support to 
HPE Datacenter Care,” reports Weidacher.

Moving toward a lead-vendor model for IT 
is all a part of the ethos at Rohde & Schwarz. 
“Our goal is to empower innovation. 
Expanding our relationship with a 
technology partner like HPE takes 
complexity out of our environment, gives 
our users a better experience, and allows us 
to focus more on our core business strategy.”

Learn more at
hpe.com/nimblestorage

Customer at a glance
Solution
Data storage for VDI developer 
environment

Hardware
• HPE 3PAR StoreServ 7440, 8000, 

20450 Storage

• HPE Nimble Storage AF60 All Flash 
Array

• HPE StoreOnce 5500 Data Protection 
Backup Appliance 

Software
• HPE 3PAR Peer Persistence Software

• Veeam Backup & Replication

• VMware ESXi™

• Citrix® XenDesktop®

HPE Pointnext Services 
• HPE Proactive Care
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Make the right purchase 
decision. Click here to 
chat with our presales 
specialists.
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